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SUMRBMER CAMP CAMPAIGN

A break from life in transitional housing

Rrother and sister wifl
get to ride in boats,
make new friends and
tell ghost stones.

By AMY KAUFMAN
Himnes S1afT Writer

When Celeste Torves was a kit
Ue girl, her eyes would widen
sunply At the thought of a cov.
ctegd  remote-controlled  pink
Rarble dream car

~She wanted i s¢ bad. but I
Just couldn'l afford i" says An-
gel Mitler, Celeste's mother. As
Crieste's beggng for the Loy be-
came ineessant, Miller decided
o teach her daughier a lesson
abont the value of money.

“We headed down 10 skid row,
and T made her band oul Egg

weMuffing to Lhe llomeless," re.
calis Miller. "She hasn't asked me
for anything since *

In fact. theve's been & role &~
versal Miller says Celesle |s now
Le one constantly reminding
her maim Lo sty on budget at the
supermarket or the Payless shoe
store, where the 10-year-ald re-
cenfly insisted she wanted a
pialn #7 pair of Alrwaile shoes
over the fancler 327 version

"I bought her the 527 ones”
says Milier, who works in an
orthopedic surgeon's office, "She
got so mad at me. But my Kids
aremy rock. [ had to.”

Indeed, the bond among
Miller, Celeste and her T-year-old
brother, Raw! ~ a.k.a. “Pooty” —
15 palpable as they sit close to
one anolher al the Obershaw
House, a transitional housing
program, wlhere the family has

heen living singe November. Jusl
last year, the family grew closer
whan Miller's boyfriend of four
vears threw the clan out on the
siregt immediately aher Miller
hed supplied the dewn payment,
for his house As & result, hoth
kids are nervous aboul leving
Miller in a few weeks for thetr
first trip Lo Camp Nawalove

“IU's not. peaches and eream.”
Miller says of Lhe current situa-
tion. "And that's why | wanl
them to experience the camp I've
seen on TV, where they gal togo
in a bogl or liss a boy under a
tree.” .

“1 went Lo g0 and meet now
kids” Pooty soys eagerly. It
tooks like it's gonna he fun. There

will be fepees and bows and ar- -

rows Oh, ghost stories 1ao!”
Thaniss to Comnmumity Action
Partnership of San Bernardina

County. Panty and Celeste will be
sent to Camp Nawalowa, a 2o-
gram in Barion Flais, They'll be
able to swim in @ heated pout, ex-
plore nature trails and drass up
in plrate costumes at camp.
where they'll spend a weeik with
about 130 other kids ages 70 16
"Al camp, dds learn how Lo be
self-relinnt begause they're sway
from their parents,” says Leity
Hemandez, co-director of Camp
Mawakwa. "IUs like a Uttle com-
munity up here ICids serve each
other gt dinner When thay ca-
noe, they nave to row aL the same
tme On the wall climb, Lhey
have to trust the kids helow ta
hold them up so they won't fall ™
Commupnity Action Pariner
ship of San Bernardino County is
one of 60 organizations receiving
financip)  support  this  year
through the Los Angeles Times

Summer Camp Campaign. More
than 8,000 wnderpriviiemed chil-
dren will go to camyp Lhis sum-
mer, thanles to $1.5 niliton ralsed
last year.

The annual fundralsing cam-
paign 13 part of the Los Angeles
Times Family Fund of the
MeCormick  Tribune Founda-
tion, which this year will mateh
the first $L.1 mitlion in eontribu-
tions at 50 cents on the dolar

Donalions are  tax.deduct-
ible. For more informetson, call
{2433 237-5771 To make dona-
tions by credit card, go Lo
lalimes.com/summercamp.  To
send checks, use the attached
couper. Do not send ¢ash. Un-
less requesied olherwise, gifts of
$50 or more wili e agknowl-
eclged in The Times.
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